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Former K-State coach
gets six-year contract
worth $12.3 million

Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

I

n his introductory press conference,
n e w S o u t h C a r o l i n a m e n’s
basketball coach Frank Martin admitted
that he would describe his public persona
as “difficult.”
Tak ing the podium in the room
n a med a f ter one of t he g reate st
coaches in South Carolina’s history,
Frank McGuire, Martin’s marriage to
the program made sense, as the road
returning men’s basketball to its glory
days will be “difficult.”
“I love challenges,” Martin said.
“Some people run away from challenges.
I run to challenges. I’ve been doing it my
whole life. It’s what I’m excited about.”
Martin had no challenge winning
over the Gamecock faithful, as he was
welcomed with a standing ovation
and a six-year, $12.3 million contract

approved just minutes before the official
announcement of his hiring came.
Mar t i n’s cont ract also i ncludes
i ncent ive-based compensat ion
depending on the number of wins the
team has in certain years or if it reaches
certain levels of completion, such as
the NCA A Tournament or the SEC
Tournament championship. There
are also incentives for the status of the
team’s NCAA Academic Progress and
ticket sales.
South Carolina will also pay the $1
million buyout that Martin owes Kansas
State, while if Martin is terminated early
from USC, he will be owed 66 percent
of his remaining contract. After fi ring
former USC basketball coach Darrin
Horn , USC owed Horn $2.4 million
for the remaining three years on his
contract.
However, it wasn’t payment to Martin
that was a focus on his first day of the

job, but rather, his perceived payment
to others.
As a studio analyst for CBS during the
NCAA Tournament Saturday, Martin’s
comments about paying former players
when he was a high school coach were
nationally scrutinized. He was vocal
in his disappointment that university
administration suspended Kansas State’s
Jamar Samuels against Syracuse in
the NCA A Tournament because he
allegedly received money from an old
Amateur Athletic Union coach.
“I coached 16 years in the same inner
city in Miami that I grew up in,” Martin
said on CBS, according to a transcript of
the appearance published by the Kansas
City Star. “Do you know how much
money I sent to kids that played for me
in high school when they were in college
because I knew where they came from,
I knew they didn’t have a father figure?
I’m not going to tell you who they were,

but I sent them a lot of money over the
years to make sure they could take their
girlfriend out to the movies, make sure
they could wash their clothes and do all
the things that scholarship money don’t
cover.”
Athletics Director Eric Hyman said
Martin’s comments were something he
had to get clarified with Judy Van Horn,
who headed the compliance department
when former compliance director
Jennifer Stiles was demoted. According
to Hyman, Martin’s comments were in
reference to a pre-existing relationship.
A nt icipat i ng quest ions, Mar t i n
addressed his comments in his opening
statement.
“I made some comments about my
experience as a high school coach,”
Martin said. “The next day the headlines
say, ‘Frank Martin pays players.’ That’s
MARTIN ● 2

Private donations to
fund 100 additional
faculty positions at USC
New hires will help university meet
goal of 200 instructors by 2015
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC is set to hire 100 new faculty members in the next
year, thanks in part to a steady increase in private donations.
The new positions are divided among USC Columbia’s
schools and colleges, and Vice Provost Christine Curtis
expects to bring in between 30 and 60 instructors and
researchers to fill both part-time and full-time positions. These
appointments will be made in addition to replenishments for
recently vacated tenure positions.
“The offers are out,” Curtis said. “A good fraction of
those will be hired for this fall, but we won’t know until Aug.
16. The exact number will depend on how good we are in
recruiting.”
With 100 new positions created, Curtis said USC is well
on its way to fulfilling its goal of adding 200 new faculty
members by 2015 — at a total projected cost of about $200
million. Curtis said USC has the funds ready for the newly
advertised positions.
The initiative is a major component of the Carolina’s
Promise campaign, which aims to raise a total of $1 billion by
2015 to fund new buildings and maintenance projects, employ
more faculty and improve academic and student life programs
across campus. With nearly $530 million at its kickoff in
November 2011, the campaign has raised an additional $27
million to date.
FACULTY ● 2
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University recognizes outstanding woman
Christina Galardi earns annual
title for service accomplishments
Rebecca Johnson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Christina Galardi was honored Tuesday night
as the 2012 Outstanding Woman of the Year.
Galardi is a native of Lexington, S.C., and
a fourth-year public relations student in the
Honors College.
Her grandest achievement, as well as her
personal favorite, was her organization and
direction of USC’s first Beautiful Lengths

event. Part nering with Campus Wellness
and Changing Carolina , Galardi garnered
43 students, facult y and staff members to
donate their hair to the production of wigs
for cancer patients. A five-time donor herself,
Galardi expertly planned the event with local
volunteer stylists and a keynote speaker from
the American Cancer Society.
While maintaining a 4.0 GPA, Galardi is also
a National Merit Scholar, a Carolina Scholar,
a Lieber Scholar, a Palmetto Fellow and a
recipient of the Robert C. Byrd Scholarship.
WOMAN ● 2
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MARTIN ● Cont. from 1
not what I said. We have
to understand I spent 16
years of my life coaching
high school basketball as a
school teacher in the same
inner-city communities
I g re w up i n . T here
were cheerleaders, band
members, kids in my math
class who played for me
that I became their father
figure, just like teachers at
that school were my father
figure growing up because
I didn’t have a father at
home.
“ W hen t hose k ids
took the next step to get
to college, they didn’t
have $5 when they got to
college. Our relationship
was so strong that they
had to come to myself or
different administrators
in the school building
because we were their
family. [Their relatives]

depended on us to help
t hem raise t hat child.
Those are the values of
America and the school
system that have gone
away ... I don’t like that
things are used in a way
that’s different than it’s
meant. I never paid a
player in my life.”
Martin didn’t get to
meet his new stable of
players until the morning
before t he of f icial
introduction, but said the
first meeting was brief and
just a “get to know each
other deal.” But just a few
hours after his job started,
Martin suffered his first
loss of the season, as point
guard Bruce Ellington
participated in football
spring practice.
USC coach Steve
Spurrier said Ellington
made the decision to play
both sports, meaning he
would miss most of the

nonconference basketball
season in playing football.
On a conference call,
Martin said the decision
was solely up to Ellington.
His intent was to better
get to k now Ellington
and help guide him in the
decision-making process
so he could come to a
choice that “gives him a
peace of heart and a sane
mind.”
Wit h t he Elling ton
decision seemingly in the
past, Martin will turn
toward building a team
that has only one recruit
for the next season and
could see current players
t r a n s f e r. A s M a r t i n
said, the career move is
a challenge, but one that
suits him.
“It was more of a onesided conversation — I
did most of the talking,”
Mart in said. “Twent y
minutes in front of them
is not going to allow me
to understand them and
to understand what they
want from me. Like I told
them, it’s my duty to get
them to believe in me and
to trust me. I don’t expect
them to sit there and trust
me just because I’ve been
hired. Now is when my
job starts — to part my
arms around those kids
and to get them to believe
in me.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

WOMAN ● Continued from 1
She is also a member of three honors
societies, including Omicron Delta
Kappa, Mortar Board, Inc. and Alpha
Lambda Delta.
Galardi is esteemed and recognized
by t he rev iew a nd i nter v iew
com m it tees for her out st a nd i ng
academ ic a nd ex t racu rricu lar
achievement, namely her contribution
to the service sector of the university.
She began her years of service in
high school wit h church mission
trips to foreign countries, but she
became involved with the Carolina
Service Council during her fi rst year
and has served in many leadership
positions for the organization. Now a
senior, she is president of the service
organization, contributing more than
2,000 hours of service at 27 different
sites.
On top of all that, Galardi was
also crowned Homecoming Queen
of 2011.
As the keynote speaker, Valinda
Littlefield, an associate professor
of t he h istor y depa r t ment sa id,

FACULTY ● Cont. from 1
P r i v at e d o n at io n s
to the university have
been on the rise since
2 0 0 5, a c c o r d i n g t o
D i r e c t o r of A n nu a l
Giving Steve Farwick.
More t han 40,000
donors contributed an
u npre c e de nt e d $122
million in the 2010–11
academic year.
However, how
these f unds are spent
among the campaign’s
priorit ies — whet her
for fac u lt y resea rch,

“The purpose [of this event] is to
honor e xempl a r y ac adem ic a nd
extracurricular achievement,” both of
which Galardi masters and makes her
own with her passion and humbleness.
“It’s so humbling for me to be
chosen of all these equally wonderful
women who inspire me as well,” said
Galardi upon receiving her award. “I
am so honored to stand among them,
who have done great things.”
Now in its 17th year, USC and
Women’s St udent Ser vices award
f a nt a st ic fem a le u nderg r adu ate
s t u d e nt s w ho h a v e g o ne ab o v e
a nd beyond i n t heir academ ic
ach ievement s a nd leadersh ip
initiatives with a commitment to
service.
“I do a lot of awards and accolades,
but I am always overwhelmed by this
event,” said Jerry Brewer, associate
v ice president of st udent af fairs .
“Every year, the women get better
and better.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

student scholarship or
a new athletic stadium
— is at the discretion
o f t h e u n i v e r s i t y ’s
pr i v at e b e nef ac t or s .
The university has more
t han 4,000 f u nds for
prospective donors to
choose from.
A s t he f lagship
u n iversit y for t he
state with the greatest
r e d u c t io n i n h ig he r
educ at ion f u nd i ng,
donations are becoming
a major factor for which
initiatives happen and

w h ic h a r e de f e r r e d .
For Curtis , donators’
considerat ion will be
even more essential to
academic life, especially
when m a i nt a i n i ng a
faculty comes at a price
tag of $200 million.
“It ma kes a huge
dif ference when a
prog ram is f u nded,
part icularly when
t h e r e’s a n e n d o w e d
chair,” Curtis said. “It
gives us the opportunity
to e x pa nd ou r a rea s
of expertise and
a l s o m a k e s p o s s ible
cou rses in new areas
f or u nde r g r ad u at e s .
I t ’s g o i n g t o m a k e
a huge dif ference
at t h is inst it ut ion
and st rengt hen us
substantially.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

learning

IS HOT!
Make the most of your summer at Trident Technical College.

Maymester (May 7-25)
This intensive session is ideal for highly motivated students.
Complete a core or requirement in just three weeks.
April 30:
Application deadline for new students
You must be accepted before registering.
Now through April 20 and May 3 and 4:
Online and in-person registration
(New students must see an advisor.)

Summer Semester (May 29-Aug. 8)
May 14:
Application deadline for new students
You must be accepted before registering.
Now through April 20 and May 20-25:
Online and in-person registration
(New students must see an advisor.)
Lottery funding is available for most students and can cover
more than half of tuition costs. FAFSA required (fafsa.gov).
Call 843.574.6000 for details.

Affordable tuition and fees: $150 per credit hour* (less than
half of the tuition of other colleges and universities)

success starts here
843.574.6111 | www.tridenttech.edu
*Tuition for tri-county residents
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Oxfam banquet recognizes global food discrepancies
Food Justice Week event informs
students of worldwide poverty
Austin Price

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

At most banquets, guests are served more food than
they can eat.
The Oxfam Hunger Banquet on Tuesday night,
however, had many guests leaving with empty stomachs.
The event was intended to raise awareness of food
insecurity among lower socioeconomic classes. The
banquet was sponsored by Oxfam, an international
coalition of 15 organizations that work to end poverty
and injustice.
Attendees picked a piece of paper at random that

assigned them to one of three income classes upon
entering the banquet. Along with each income class was
a brief description of the lifestyle experienced by people
of that class.
Guests were seated according to the income class
they were assigned.
The upper income level attendees were seated at a
table with dishes and silverware. Upon entering, they
were served bread and their choice of either tea or
water.
Once the banquet began, guests assigned to the
upper income class were served a full dinner.
Those assigned to the middle income class were
seated in chairs and had to get their own meals, which
consisted of beans and rice with water or tea to drink.
Attendees assigned to the lower class sat on

newspapers on the floor and were fed only rice and
water, which they had to get for themselves.
The number of people assigned to each class was
based on the percentages of the world population who
are part of each income level.
Natalie Reeder, a fourth-year chemical engineering
student, said she was surprised by how few people were
served a full meal compared to those who were only
served a small amount of food.
“I think it’s very interesting to see the distribution,”
Reeder said.
Carrie Draper, study coordinator at Midlands Family
Study, spoke at the event. Draper shared stories of
South Carolinians who are suffering from poverty and
OXFAM ● 4

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students consume meals reflective of socioeconomic status at the Oxfam Hunger Banquet.
OXFAM ● Cont. from 3
hunger.
O ver t he past year,
Draper has collected these
stories from impoverished
residents around the state.
The subjects of these
s t o r ie s r a n g e d f r o m
those who had been in
poverty for their whole
lives to those who became
impoverished af ter
retiring.
T he event wa s one
of nine that are part of
Fo o d Ju s t i c e We e k ,
which is organized by
Sustainable Carolina and
put on by various student
organizations as well as
Oxfam.

Some of the student
organizat ions include
St udent s A l l ied for
Bet ter I m m ig rat ion
Opportunities, Student
Action with Farmworkers,
Healt hy Carolina,
Carolina Service Council
and the USC chapter of
No Kid Hungry.
Christina Cole, one of
the organizers of Food
Justice Week, said the
events of the week are
intended “to promote
awareness of local and
global food insecurity and
offer options for people
to make more sustainable
food choices.”
Cole said only onet h ird of t he world

population has secure
ac c e s s t o fo o d , e ven
en
t hou g h e nou g h f o o d
is produced to feed the
h
entire population. She
said she and the other
organizers hope Food
Justice Week will help
st udent s t h i n k about
how fortunate they are to
always have steady access
to food.
The week of events
was organized to
be i nteg rated w it h
National Farmworkers
Awareness Week , which
raises awareness about
farmworkers and food
supply issues. This event
is org a n i z ed by SA F
and observed by student
chapters across t he
country.
The week is in its 13th
year and has grown to
take place in 67 cities
across 13 states. In 2011,
more than 90 events were
part of the week.
Though only in its first
year at USC, Cole said
she hopes Food Justice
Week will have a large
impact on the university
community.
“ We a re hopi ng to
have a lot of attendees at
our events, enabling our
message to reach as many
people as possible,” Cole
said. “It is so important
for people to be aware of
how their choices affect
the world.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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The Daily Gamecock will be creating
a new position in our organization,
Training and Recruitment Director,
starting in the fall of 2012.
This is an incredible opportunity for anyone
looking for dynamic professional development
while still in college and to be a part
of a creative and cutting edge team.
Applicants should email a resume with contact information to
editor@dailygamecock.com. Please apply by no later than Friday, March 30.

Summer Study
In The Sun
Advance your academic progress without giving up your summer.
Coastal Carolina University offers four flexible sessions for an array of
undergraduate, graduate and study abroad courses for both enrolled and
visiting students. The University’s close proximity to the Myrtle Beach
resort area allows for serious study without giving up opportunities for
summer jobs and summer fun.

t.BZNFTUFS(May 7 - June 1)
t4VNNFS*(June 4 - July 6)
t4VNNFSXFFL(June 4 - July 24)
t4VNNFS**(July 9 - Aug. 10)

www.coastal.edu/summerstudy
For more information,
email summerstudy@coastal.edu.
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Hyman secures high
profile coach for USC
E r ic Hy m a n l a nde d t he at h let ic s
department its biggest fish since the day
Steve Spurrier was lured to Gamecock
football. Frank Martin, former Kansas State
basketball coach and newly appointed leader
of the Gamecocks on the hardwood, made
national headlines
Tuesday with the
“Martin looks
a n nou ncement
to be the
t h a t h e ’d b e
mov i ng
to
saving grace
Columbia.
and explosive
W hile many
emotion on the ex pec ted na me s
such as Gregg
sidelines that
Marshall and
we need to
Tom my A ma ker
right the ship.” t o b e t h e
frontrunners
for t he posit ion,
Hyman was able to attract Martin away
from a Kansas State program that’s seen
four NCAA Tournament appearances in
Martin’s past five years as coach. With the
men’s basketball program in what can be
described as nothing other than disarray,
Martin looks to be the saving grace and
explosive emotion on the sidelines that we
need to right the ship.
While the athletics department’s deep
coffers and success in other programs
certainly helped to att ract Mart in to
the difficult task of bringing Gamecock
basketball back to glory, Erin Hyman’s
ef forts and high bar for a new coach
shouldn’t be discounted. It would have been
easier to simply settle for the first candidate
that came along — likely from a mid-major
— without even pursuing a big-name hire.
W h i le M a r t i n c er t a i n l y i s n’t t he
perfect candidate — there are questions
surrounding his times as a high school
coach — he’s likely far above the best
we were able to even consider given the
struggles the program has faced in recent
years.
We wish Frank Martin the best; he’s the
best hope USC has of being relevant in the
SEC for the next six years, and the athletics
department bet quite a bit of money —
slightly above $12 million — on his success.

Americans deserve health care as right
Individual mandate best
for country’s future
T he Supreme Cou r t beg a n to
hear arguments Monday concerning
the constitutionality of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act ,
known by many as “Obamacare.”
The legislation intends to provide
health insurance to the 30 million or
so Americans who are
c u r rent ly u n i nsu red ,
while trying to repress
cost s and prevent
disr upt ions to t he
majorit y already with
coverage. Though passed
by Congress in 2010,
Molly
McCarthy the reform does not take
First-year public
effect until 2014.
relations student
The legal proceedings
stem mostly from the
belief that the United States government
does not posses the constitutional right
to require its citizens to have insurance.
Many view the mandate as an abuse of
power.
T he c r it ic s con si st m a i n ly of
right-wing conservatives who fear
governmental overreach and insist
the government does not have the
right to force the American people to
purchase a product they do not want
to purchase. Critics claim that while
the government holds the power to
“regulate commerce,” to force citizens
to actually engage in such commerce is
beyond its power.
Unfort u nately, t he majorit y of
citizens do not have the time or desire
to even decipher t he 2,4 09-page
document. Opinions are formed in
the foggy bipartisan battlefields of
politicians and media outlets where the
lives and welfare of American citizens
are fought with, not fought for.

Like virtually every current issue
in the political arena, the hostile
env i ron ment bet ween pa r t ies
completely negates and distracts from
any potential benefits that reforms
could contribute to America. Misguided
pundits who see only part y lines’
baseless opinions that leave the typical
voter confused and, frankly, scared.
T h is ac t , if not repea led, ha s
the potential to have direct positive
effects for young people. For one, the
reform allows individuals to remain
as dependents on their parents’ policy
until their 26th birthday. Additionally,
children under 19 may not be excluded
f rom c over ag e for pre - e x i s t i n g
conditions, and once covered, face
no more rescissions. Essentially, you
can’t be denied insurance because you
are sick, and you can’t lose insurance
because you get sick.
A nd it’s already work ing — 73
percent of young adults now have
coverage, many for the first time.
But the capital mission of PPACA
is to provide affordable health care for
all Americans, old or young, sick or
healthy and everything in between,
while improving patient safety and
quality of care.
If a citizen does not want to purchase
health care (which is widely viewed as
an irresponsible decision), he or she
must simply pay a fine. This is to ensure
the effectiveness of the regulation, as
successful implementation relies on
complete participation.
T hough t h is ma ndate cou ld
potentially change the relationship
between the federal government and
its citizens in a fundamental way, with
the current state of political discourse,
change should be welcome. It’s in the
best interest of the nation that health
care become a right and not a privilege.

Jenna Talackova, a native of
Vancouver, Canada, will not be
competing alongside “naturally
born females,” an apparent
constituent laid out by the Miss
Universe franchise.
Although the Miss Universe
Canada directors agree that
Talackova is a “real girl,” they
refuse to let the 23-year-old
compete in the pageant.
Den is Dav ila ,
national director
of Miss Universe
Canada , claimed
t h at Ta l a c k o v a
said she was born
a female on her
registration.
Whitney
Suspicious of
Smith
this being false,
First-year print
he asked her on
journalism
student
March 13 if t he
information was
true, and she admitted that it
was not. She was pulled from
the contest that day.
“She feels like a real girl,
and she is a real girl. She didn’t
expect people to question it,”
Davila said. “She was hoping
we could put her back in the
competition, but the rules are
very clear, and there’s no way we
can go back on it.”
Dav ila was insistent t hat
Miss Universe Canada is still
supportive of Talackova and
wishes her the best.
T h o u g h Ta l a c k o v a w a s
in violation of the pageant’s
g u idel i ne s , M is s Un iver se
Ca nada shou ld have reevaluated t he outdated
provisions. It is 2012, and no
mat ter where you stand on
homosexuality or transgender
rights, it is ridiculous to allow
people to be banned from what
they are truly passionate about.
With pageants ubiquitously
e mph a s i z i n g e q u a l it y a nd
d i v e r s i t y, i t i s e n t i r e l y
hypocritical of them to dismiss
a transgender contestant from
the competition.

Open-mic gaffe highlights political games
Obama’s slip in front of Russian president
shows same dirty tactics as used in past
President Barack Obama ran into a bit of a gaffe
on his trip to South Korea this week. Speaking to
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in front of
what he didn’t know to be an open microphone, the
president was caught saying, “This is my last election.
After my election, I have more flexibility.” While I’m
sure there are plenty of government officials who
attempt to undertake ambitious initiatives when the
next election cycle isn’t weighing on their shoulders,
the fact that a sitting president would consider and
admit this in order to push an agenda should worry
Americans about the current state of the political
system.
While foreign policy is an intricate, complex dance
of appeasing other countries while getting what you
need from them, the overarching issue holds true
beyond the state department. An elected official
should never shy away from an action for fear of

re-election, nor act brashly without consideration
for the populace he or she represents. While the
president’s remark falls upon the latter instance, it
also can imply that he’s shied away from certain issues
— in this case foreign policy — for fear
of creating political baggage for the
upcoming 2012 presidential elections.
Sure, many can say t his is simply
politics and that Obama certainly isn’t
the first — nor likely the last — to act
with some consideration for future
electability. But it does highlight the
Kevin
potential pitfalls of the system, as
Burke
progress can largely be inhibited as
Fourth-year
officials fail to take action they deem
finance student
politically damaging, even if it may be
the right thing to do.
This isn’t a Democratic or Republican issue; it’s,
by and large, simply how politics work. This most
recent open-mic incident only further solidifies
that, whether we like it or not, politics is a dirty
game. Obama supporters will be quick to note that

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Universit y of South Carolina
community.
All published authors are expected to
provide logical arguments to back their
views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words

Republicans likely pushed the president to such
tactics, as they’d probably use what could be an
unpopular agreement in order to win seats in the
next election cycle. That argument deserves some
merit, but it’s a two-way street that Democrats and
Republicans walk.
All-embracing changes in the political system
aren’t going to happen any time soon, and that may
be a shame. Far too many have failed to take the reins
and tackle major issues — notably the federal budget
and overhauled entitlement programs — for the sake
of re-election. And it appears in this case that Obama
has done the same in his dealings with Russia. Mitt
Romney may have been too quick to crown Russia
as America’s No. 1 threat, but it does reveal Obama’s
“hope” campaign receded to the typical inside-thebeltway practices his campaign renounced just four
years ago.
Citizens appear to be getting the short end of the
stick yet again, only this time it stings just a little
more than usual, as it came from the man who ran
on a platform of rising above run-of-the-mill politics.

in length and include the author’s name,
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and USC
faculty members to submit guest columns.
Columnists should keep submissions to
about 500 words in length and include the
author’s name and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of T he Da i ly G a mecock a nd mu st
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
Due to misinformation from the Office of Student Conduct,
we reported Tuesday that some Alpha Tau Omega members
had been charged with distributing marijuana. According
to information provided by police Tuesday afternoon, two
members were charged with posession, not distribution.
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Casual MisFits
After childhood beginnings,
USC students reunite in college
to create new-school hip-hop duo
Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC students Quan Greene and Mario “Mario
Moretti” Jordan may have been childhood friends,
but music is the force that brought them back
together.
Greene and Jordan g rew up in t he same
neighborhood in Winnsboro, near Columbia.
“He [lived] three houses down from me, so we
were always good friends,” said Jordan, a third-year
history and business student.
When Jordan’s family moved while the boys
were in sixth grade, it seemed unlikely that the
pair would ever meet again. But the two reunited
during their freshman year at USC and began
recording under the moniker Casual MisFits in the
late summer of 2010.
“We both had the passion for music, so we kind
of started naturally ... writing in the studio together.
It was kinda just magic,” said Greene, a third-year
psychology student.
Greene and Jordan said their music doesn’t fit

“It’s something kind of local, but not too local,”
Greene said. “We don’t want it to be a homecoming
thing quite yet.”
The Casual MisFits are also embarking on their
first tour this summer, hitting up 30 different
summer camps across the United States, including
stops in North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida,
New York, Wisconsin and Michigan.
The guys are not signed to a label yet; instead,
they have been relying on self-promotion to get
their music out. The group’s fi rst mixtape, “Last
Day Home,” is out now through the website,
casualmisfits.com, and Greene said he and Jordan
plan to release a second one, tentatively titled,
“GAS” (which stands for “Good-Ass Summer”),
before the start of the tour.
Greene said balancing school and being a
musician has been a struggle.
“You have to have a backup plan and something
to fall back on, so you have to stay motivated and
stay in school,” he said.
But still, Jordan said the band’s goals for the
future have no limits.
“I’m thinking toward the top,” Jordan said. “I
plan on making music all my life.”

into one specific genre.
“We have a little bit of everything. Some of it’s
indie, some of it’s new-school hip-hop, some of it
has a kind of reggae/island vibe to it,” Greene said.
Jordan used the band’s name to describe the duo’s
sound.
“It’s a mix of a lot of things, but our style overall
is casual,” Jordan said. “It’s music anyone can relate
to. It’s really diverse.”
Greene said the band’s name came from feeling
like outsiders due to their widespread fan base
consisting primarily of Internet users.
“The kind of music we make is so far-reaching,
and a lot of our fans are not local ... so we’re misfits
in that aspect,” Greene said.
Greene lists Pharrell Williams, Kanye West, Big
Sean and Wiz Khalifa among his biggest influences,
while Jordan has been inspired by Hootie & the
Blowfish, Andre 3000 and Tupac.
Unlike many hip-hop artists, the Casual MisFits
incorporate live instruments during performance,
including drum kits and keyboards. The duo has
been using iPads as beat pads for looped rhythms
and sounds that contribute to the music’s texture.
And although the pair has been making music
together for a few years, the two will be making
their stage debut next weekend with a gig at
Winthrop University on April 6.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Courtesy of Casual MisFits

Madonna sets dark past to pop beats
Industry queen expands on empire
with songs on Guy Ritchie divorce
Christopher Rosa

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It’s provocat ive, dark, daring and bold. It’s
“MDNA.”
Madonna, the “Queen of Pop,” released her 12th
endeavor March 23 — her strangest, most explicit,
honest and fulfilling work since 2000’s “Music.” With
this album, however, Madonna not only takes her
listeners through the upbeat, electropop-infused club
scene; she takes them through a real, personal tale of
confession.
In “MDNA,” the singer exposes the wounds of
her failed marriage to Guy Ritchie, in addition to
all of her innermost demons. And she does it with
deranged pop hooks that will leave listeners on a
high.
Like a good workout shocks the body, “MDNA”
shock s t he ea rs. Once l isteners have g row n
accustomed to the thumping bass line of the explosive
track “Gang Bang,” Madge wows them with a hardcore, nasty dubstep riff, where she takes direct jabs
at Ritchie.
She sings: “If you’re gonna act like a b---- / Then
you’re gonna die like a b---- / You’re gonna die for
me.” Madonna’s not happy with her ex-husband, and
that is clear in the track, as she continues: “Bang,
bang, shot you dead / Shot my lover in the head.”
The album, building on a three-decade-long
empire, quite literally starts with a bang.
But the indulgence doesn’t stop there. “I’m
Addicted” is a stomping, swinging dance confection
with clear inf luences of Benassi-style house and
sugary pop accents. Madonna tantalizes with, “I’m
ready to take this chance / I need to dance,” right
before the song smashes into a rave-worthy disco
break that DJs will worship.
“Turn Up the Radio” and the deliciously filthy
“Some Girls” share the same aesthetic.

“MDNA” by Madonna
NOW AVAILABLE

A-

Genre: Electronic/Dance
Label: Interscope Records

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Pop queen Madonna released her 12th album, “MDNA,” March 23 after a three-decade-long career in the industry.
However, the true masterpiece on the entire album
is the pop Narnia that is “Love Spent.” Haunting
and autobiographical lyrics, like “Now you have
your money / Spend it till there’s nothing,” hint at
neglectful acts on Ritchie’s end. These lyrics glide on
a whimsical, melodious pop cloud before entering
dance music heaven.
As Madonna sings, “Hold on to me till there’s
nothing left,” the entire mood of the track changes

— listeners are now on an electronic dance Space
Mountain with dips, turns and fist-pumping beats. It
gives this magnificent song not one but two distinct
choruses. The song is, without a doubt, one of the
best pop tracks released in the past five years.
The album also has some softer sides. “Masterpiece”
is a beautiful ballad that reflects Madonna’s marital
regrets, and “Best Friend” is a techno slow jam
MADONNA ● 9

Train takes new track on fifth album
Courtesy of trainline.com

‘Drops of Jupiter’ band
to release ‘California 37’
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

We’ve met Virginia, taken a trip
through the starlit Milky Way and
followed the sweet-moving romance of
the ever-cool soul sister.
There have been the emotionally
wrenching ballads of loss like “When I
Look to the Sky” and a short-lived solo
career, which brought us the GeminiCapricorn with the single-worthy eyes
(“Her Eyes” by Pat Monahan).
Train first kicked off its career
in 1998 with its self-titled album,
featuring “Meet Virginia.” Since then,
Train has released four more albums,
and is on the brink of its fifth with
April 17’s release of “California 37.”
There’s a cer t a i n gen re t hat’s
been born from the collide of pop,
soft rock and the lyrically charged
singer/songwriter turned mainstream
frontman. It’s infectious and has easily
fallen into a coveted spot at the top of

charts.
It bridges the gap between guiltworthy catchy pop and rooted talent,
but in the same chord straddles the line
of sellout and simply moving with the
times.
Train has, up until now, stuck to the
natural career progression. Yes, “Hey,
Soul Sister” was ukulele-happy and
sung dangerously close to bubble gum
pop — a seemingly helpless grapple
back to recognition. But, the whole
of 2009’s “Save Me, San Francisco”
— “Soul Sister’s” home album —
preserved the band’s more mature rock
roots.
“California 37” is projecting the
same strategy, from a reeling radioworthy grabber to a more subdued,
rooted sound.
The album’s first single, “Drive
By,” has already taken over the Top
40 station airwaves, with a heavy beat
and perpetual clap that carries some
seriously cheesy lyrics. From, “When
you move everything is groovy,” to,
TRAIN ● 9
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TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW!

TOWNSHIP AUDITORIUM
COLUMBIA , SOUTH CAROLINA

MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2012

TICKETS AT THE TOWNSHIP AUDITORIUM BOX OFFICE, ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS,
BY PHONE AT 800.745.3000 AND ONLINE AT WWW.TICKETMASTER.COM

MADONNA ● Continued from 7
where the singer is more exposed
and v ulnerable than ever before.
However, the true highlights of the
album are the addictive dance tracks
that make Madonna the queen of all
pop divas.
It’s an album that infuses all of the
musical genius Madonna has come to
master, while exposing the glam icon
on a deeper, more personal level. She
strikes the perfect balance in holding
to her high-energy pop choruses, but
still gives loyal fans a new take on her
long-established empire with not-sohidden meanings in every track.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

TRAIN ● Continued from 8
“Just a shy guy looking for a two-ply
Hefty bag to hold my love,” each word
jabs a little harder at fans of the original
acoustic jam band that was Train.
But, it is catchy. And it has grabbed
attention, just as “Hey, Soul Sister” did
in 2009.
In a studio session on Train’s YouTube
channel, lead singer and songwriter
Monahan said, “I think that the kind of
band we are now is different than when
we started out. We were an acoustic
band that was driven by the acoustic
guitar, singer/songwriter thing.”
But, in their upcoming work, they’ve
found their niche.
“We went through a phase where we
wanted to be other things — we wanted
to be on the radio, we wanted to be
‘European-ish.’ And I think we’re finally
what we’re supposed to be, which is
pretty simple guys,” Monahan said in the
same video.
The st udio session gives a little
behind-the-scenes look at “This’ll Be
My Year,” “California 37’s” opening

doing it

DAILY
doing it
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Courtesy of MCT Campus

track. Monahan is singing off his laptop
screen, building a song from references
often out of this generation’s reach —
Ronald Reagan, Pan Am Flight 103 and
Journey. And it’s refreshing.
The 43-year-old is adding a little
history to the likable tune, staying away
from tongue-in-cheek love lyrics that
just don’t fit into the tale of his longtime
marriage.
There’s still a lot to hear, but the third
taste of the upcoming record is “Feels
Good at First,” the prereleased song with
album preorder. And it’s nothing short of
wonderful. A chorus harmony feeds into
the springtime lyrics that stick to the
acoustic strum.
T he f i rst t h ree show i ng s f rom
“California 37” build the same structure
as “Save Me, San Francisco,” and will
hopefully carry the same understated
success. Train’s a long way from “Meet
Virginia” and “Calling All Angels,”
but it’s a step toward a continuing
rejuvenated sound.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

4 BR/2 BA house
4BR/2BA house located
near campus and Vista. Full
appliances, phone/cable in
all rooms. Great for 4 college
students. $1,500/mth. Available
7/1/12.
Email hank@burrisslaw.com

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

Place On the Greene Condo
Nice oversized 2 bdrm/2 bath
condo just up from Starbucks!
Price includes great kitchen with
disposal, micro, dishwasher, stove
and frig. Long barstool counter.
Huge bed/bath. Washer/ dryer
and H2O included. Great 5th floor
location with lovely view off the
balcony. Condo is BIG! $950 mo.
Perfect for 2 roommates. Unit is
available August 1st. Please call
Mike at 413-2516 to look at it. No
pets.2002 Greene St. Thanks! :-)
Email adzonni@aol.com

NOW HIRING SWIM TEACHERS!
Pay starts @ $10 per hour. April
positions available! Free Training
and Certification. Email Jim Reiser
jreiser@swimprofessor.com

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors tgo teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

616 Laurel Street. 4BR/2BA house
located near campus and Vista.
Full appliances, phone/cable in
all rooms. Great for 4 college
students. $1,400/mth. Available
7/1/12. Call (803) 422-5704 for
more info.

EMPLOYMENT

Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. More info
at www.columbiaymca.org!
Interviews ending soon!

Full Time Front Office Personnel
Downtown Columbia medical
practice is searching for a full-time
staff member. Ideal candidate
will have a great personality,
great communication skills as
well as very intergetic. Duties
include working with patients as
they check into and out of our
office for medical care. Good
computer skills is a must as
additional duties include verifying
patient insurance and obtaining
prior authorizations for medical
treatment. Office is open Monday
through Thursday. Please email
resume with availability and salary
requirements to:
smccord@physicianservicessc.
com

OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

A message from the NBA and its players

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
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THE SCENE

TODAY
“PINA”
3 p.m. / 5:30 p.m. / 8 p.m.,
$6.50 students / $7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

COMEDY IS YOUR FRIEND:
STAND-UP COMEDY
9 p.m., $3
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
TRIVIA
7:30 p.m., free
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St.

TOMORROW
“CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF”
8 p.m., $10–$22
Workshop Theatre, 1136 Bull St.
REVEREND PEYTON’S BIG DAMN BAND
8:30 p.m., $6
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

03/28/12

1 2 3 4

for 03/27/12

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

ACROSS
1 Popped (out)
6 Pet welfare org.
10 Swear
14 One drawing a
bead
15 Feeds, as cattle
16 Kevin’s “A Fish
Called Wanda”
role
17 *Neat, practical
types, so it’s said
19 Father of Cordelia
20 Slip
21 Swore
22 Piano’s opposite,
in a score
23 Rhone feeder
25 Keys for a music
room?
27 Department store
employees
30 Dog days mo.
31 Sing like Michael
Bublé
32 Is leery of
37 Kin of -ess
38 Different kinds of
them are split
(but not in an
embarrassing
way) in the four
starred answers
39 Make __ with:
impress
40 Radiation
detection device
42 Inclined (to)
43 Here-there link
44 Invaded, with
“on”
46 Epitome of
thickness
50 Clutch
51 Insect-trapping
resin
52 Man of many
words
54 Le Mans law
57 Kind of miss
58 *Easter Bunny’s
delivery
60 Bar peel
61 Pulitzer-winning
author James
62 As if it were
scripted
63 Mars, to the
Greeks
64 Lout
65 Ninnies
DOWN
1 Deal with
2 Whopper creator

3 Puts away
4 It’s always in
Shakespeare
5 Big screen locale
6 Slip preventer
7 Peel
8 Singer Lauper
9 Beast of burden
10 *Ceremonial ﬂag
carriers
11 Wombs
12 Country
13 Abrasions
18 Innermost part
22 Final
complement,
perhaps
24 *Arch supports,
e.g.
26 Relatives of
drums
27 Emailed a dupe
to
28 Cartoonist Peter
29 Resilient
strength
33 Poky follower
34 Hearst Castle, for
one
35 Brown of
publishing
36 Dump
closing?
38 Chincha Islands
country
41 Marshy

Solutions from 03/27/12

wasteland
42 Marshy fuel
source
45 Neutral shade in
London
46 Quixote’s squire
Sancho
47 Arab chieftain
48 Demean
49 Barilla rival
53 Butter alternative
55 Albatross
56 “Got it”
58 Punch that might
make you reel
59 Yachtsman’s

course: Abbr.
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Women’s tennis has mixed results in SEC matches
Gamecocks top
Bulldogs, fall
to Ole Miss
Matt Maccaro
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The No. 32 South Carolina
women’s tennis team defeated
Mississippi State on Sunday
4-0 , giving the Gamecocks
a 1-1 record in their matches
played this weekend.
The Gamecocks (11-5, 2-4
SEC) were able to sweep the
Bulldogs in a match that was
delayed multiple times due to
heavy rains in Columbia with
a doubles sweep and w ins
from Jaklin Alawi at second
singles, Katerina Popova at
fourth singles and Adriana
Pereira at fifth singles. No.
45 senior A nya Morg ina’s
match w it h A lexa ndra
Perper of Mississippi State
wa s s u sp ended when t he
rains came, with each player
winning a 6-4 set . Because
South Carolina had already
clinched the victory up 4-0, it
wasn’t necessary to complete
any of the singles matches
st ill in progress when
t he bad weat her a r r ived.
Dominika Kanakova trailed
Ekaterina Iakovleva 6-7, 0-3
at third singles , and Josefin
A ndersson was up a set on
Roseline Dion at sixth singles
when matches were halted.
The match was delayed 50
minutes at the start because
of light rain that started 15

minutes before the match was
to begin at 1 p.m.
I nterim head coach
Katarina Petrovic was proud
of her team’s v ictor y, and
especially pleased with the
play of the doubles teams.
“We played really well,”
she said. “I thought we were
really good in doubles today.
I c a n’t be more proud of
my team right now. It was a
tough match, but we managed
to win.”
She ack nowledged t hat
it can be tough to get into
rhythm in a match that starts
outside and has to be moved
i nd o o r s d u e t o w e at he r.
She a l so sa id she w ished
the match could have been
completed because her team
played so well. She praised
Popova, who with yesterday’s
straight-set victory has won
11 of her last 12, and has a
tea m-be st 13-3 record i n
dual-match play.
“Du r i ng t he recr u it i ng
process, I saw great tennis
from Katerina,” Petrovic said.
“She’s the kind of player who
always manages to win in the
end. I know she struggled a
little bit last year, but this is
Katerina Popova playing her
kind of tennis now.”
On Friday the Gamecocks
suffered a 5-2 defeat against
No. 19 Ole Miss in Oxford,
Miss . The Gamecocks lost
the doubles point, losing two
out of three matches, with a
victory coming from the pair

of Andersson and Popova. In
singles, Morgina lost a tough
three-set match 7-5, 2-6, 6-4
at the fi rst position, playing
No. 12 K risti Box x of Ole
Miss . The Gamecocks’ two
points came from victories
from Alawi at second singles
— who handily defeated No.
72 Caroline Rohde-Moe 6-1,
6-1 — and from Popova, who
also won easily against Julia
Jones 6-3, 6-0 . Pereira also
played a tight three-setter,
losing to Abby Guthrie, 6-3,
3-6, 6-3.
Petrovic lauded her team’s
effort against an Ole Miss
t e a m t h at s he k ne w w a s
talented, but stressed the need
for improvement, particularly
at the bottom of the lineup.
“These are really tough
matches,” Petrovic said. “We
k new Mississippi would be
really good this year. Overall,
we fought , but I t hought
we st r uggled at a couple
positions. We have to do a
better job at the bottom of
the lineup. It’s very tough to
win matches like this if you
can’t compete at the bottom,
and we def initely need to
improve there.”
She commended Alawi for
dominating a match against
a top-100 opponent that she
knew would be very tough to
beat.
“I knew that Jackie would
have a very tough opponent.
[Rohde-Moe] played number
t hree last year against

Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

[Popova] and beat her twice,”
Pet rov ic said. “But Jack ie
came out strong, she played
amazing and so far this is one
of the best matches she ever
played. She really worked
hard, even in the beginning
of the second set, where she
sometimes loses focus.”
The Gamecocks will play

loestrin 24 Fe

their final two road games
of the season this weekend,
traveling to Alabama to face
No. 15 A labama on Friday
a nd No. 6 4 Aubu r n on
Sunday.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Spurrier voices displeasure with offensive effort
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ellington decides to
play both football,
basketball next season
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@
DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Wa l k i n g u p t o l o c a l
media after Tuesday’s spring
pract ice, Sout h Carol i na
coach Steve Spurrier was not
happy.
“We had a sorry day for
the offensive guys today,”
Spurrier said. “They looked
prett y pit if ul, prett y sad.
The quarterback s looked
lousy. The offensive line was
pretty sad — they couldn’t
block anybody. As Damario
Jeffer y said, the defensive
‘ w ho o p e d u p’ — t he y
whooped the offense’s butt
today in shorts today.”
W h i le t he of fense was
“sad,” it saw a member of
la st yea r ’s 11-w i n squ ad
ret urn, as t wo-sport star

Bruce Ellington participated
in practice, just hours after
men’s basketball coach Frank
Martin was introduced.
Spurrier said Ellington
w ill play bot h sports,
which means he will miss
most of the nonconference
basketball games. Though
he was unhappy with how
t he of fense per for med,
Spurrier praised Ellington’s
speed in practice.
“I certainly believe that’s
w h a t h e w a n t s t o d o ,”
Spurrier said. “He realizes
he’s pretty good at football.”
In a conference call after
h is i nt roduc tor y press
con ference, M a r t i n sa id
he wanted to get to k now
Ellington better so he could
guide him in his decision.
The decision was solely up
to Ellington, according to
Martin.
Martin emphasized that
he is excited to work with
Spurrier, and after practice,

Spurrier reciprocated t he
excitement.
“I t hink our basketball
p r o g r a m i s i n e x c e l le nt
hands,” Spurrier said. “As
he said, we’re going to pack
Colon ia l ( Life) A rena. I
b el ie ve it , a nd I b el ie ve
there’ll be 18,000 cheering
for the Gamecocks. I was
hoping he would come out
and watch practice today —
I wanted him to talk to the
football team. I’ve got the
feeling we’re going to need
to watch the basketball team
compete at the effort level
t h is team’s going to play
with. Some of our guys don’t
know how to compete right
now, but hopefully we can
get there soon.”
W hile Spurrier was
alluding to his “sad” offense
not compet ing, defensive
coordinator Lorenzo Ward
credited the defense’s fast
play, as Spurrier had to take
defensive linemen Jadeveon

Clowney and Devin Taylor
out so the offense could “get
some balls off.”
Ward said Clowney and
Taylor are hard to block,
and he hopes t heir speed
will make the offence better,
a common factor in SEC
defenses.
Taylor ret u r ned to t he
team for his senior season ,
wh ich he sa id g ive s h i m
an opportunit y to lead by
example. A fter the senior
s e a s on of def e n s i ve e nd
Melv in I ng ram, who is a
projected first-round pick,
Taylor sees his senior season
as an opportunity to break
out like Ingram did.
“It was me and him both
going back and forth every
day trying to get each other
better,” Taylor said. “It was
like one of those, ‘Well, if
he can do that, then I can do
that,’ kind of things.”
Taylor fi nished last season
with 31 unassisted tackles,

an intercept ion, six sacks
and two recovered fumbles.
W hen he has to be pulled
out of practice because he
a nd C lo w ne y c au s e t o o
much havoc for the offense,
he calls it a “feel good kind
o f t h i n g.” H e d o e s n o t
mind being pulled out if it
means t he of fense has an
opportunity to get better.
Taylor’s still looking for
t he defense to get better,
even if it’s on days when the
offense causes Spurrier to be
frustrated.
“It’s just us trying to get
bet ter ever y day,” Taylor
said. “It’s just one of those
push each other and focus
in on t he next play. Like
coach says, the whole point
of practice is to get better
every day.”
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Men’s tennis remains winless in SEC Gamecocks travel to
Winthrop after sweep
Gamecocks fall
to Ole Miss,
Mississippi State

Softball looks to
rebound from
losses to LSU

Mario Cuadros
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Sout h Carolina’s No. 4 0
men’s tennis team took on No.
14 Ole Miss on Friday at the
Carolina Tennis Center as the
Gamecocks returned to SEC
play after three nonconference
matches. South Carolina went
into the match looking for its
first SEC win and its 14th win
overall but fell to the Rebels
6-1.
T he G a me co c k s lo oked
superior out of the gates as they
won the important doubles
point to start the match. The
No. 64 doubles team of Chip
Cox and Nick Jones beat the
No. 12 duo of Marcel and Chris
Thiemann by a score of 8-4.
With a doubles match already
under their belt, the Gamecocks
looked to Kyle Koch and Carl
Eguez at the No. 3 doubles
position to secure the point.
The duo rallied to take the
match away from the Rebels
8-4, and the team headed to
singles play up 1-0.
“I think it was one of our
better doubles points all year,”
said head coach Josh Goffi .
“That is probably t he one
positive thing we can take away
from this match. I think on all
three courts we competed very
well.”
The Gamecocks faced stiff
competition in singles play as
they were taking on four ranked
opponents.
“We played an extremely
talented team,” Goffi said. “One
through six, they are extremely
talented. They are as talented
as any team in the country, in
my opinion. You have to hand it
to Mississippi. They obviously
realized that they came out on
their heels in doubles, and in
singles they came out on fire.”

Chris Stanley
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South Carolina senior Ivan
Machado faced what has been
his toughest match of the year
against No. 13 Nik Scholtz .
Machado gave Scholtz a lot of
different looks by playing from
the baseline and coming up to
the net, but the big-serving
Scholt z wa s too much for
Machado. After he struggled
in the first set, dropping it 6-0,
Machado came out with plenty
of energy but fell short of the
comeback, dropping the second
set 6-2.
In the No. 3 singles spot,
A nd rew Ada ms a lso had a
hard t ime gett ing into t he
match against No. 35 Jonas
Lutjen . Despite his struggles
throughout the match, Adams
stayed positive and made Lutjen
earn every point. He ultimately
lost the match 6-1, 6-2.
Jones was in a battle in the
second singles spot against No.
38 Marcel Thiemann. He gave
his opponent everything he
could handle and lost a tight
first set that could’ve gone either
way. His consistency appeared
to take a hit in the second set,
but his energ y kept him in
the match. Marcel Thiemann
ran away with the second set
winning the match 6-4, 6-2.
W it h t he G a mecock s

dow n 1-3 , t hey needed to
w i n t he remai n i ng si ngles
matches to beat the Rebels.
Thiago Pinheiro played the
most exciting match of the
day against No. 63 William
Kallberg. Pinheiro was unable
to rally after losing the first set
6-4 and the second set 6-3.
South Carolina lost the match
1-6 and lost its sixth consecutive
SEC meeting. Goffi attributes
the loss partly to nerves and a
lack of experience on the young
Gamecock team.
“Our guys got a little bit
scared when they came out
and started jumping on them
instead of stepping up to the
plate,” Goffi said. “That is a
little disappointing, but that is
part of the learning experience.
We need matches as a young
team to gain experience and
toughen up our skin. We can’t
get that unless we go through
some tough SEC play. Today
was a learning experience for
this young team, and we will
move forward.”
The Gamecocks will be back
home on Friday to take on No.
61 Alabama.
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South Carolina looks to
end a seven-game losing
streak as it heads up to Rock
Hill to take on Winthrop
tonight in a break f rom
conference play.
The G amecock s hope
to get their offense back
on track as they come off
being swept by No. 20 LSU,
a series in wh ich Sout h
Carolina did not score a
single run. South Carolina
has already beaten Winthrop
twice this season.
“Our approach will stay
t he sa me f rom ga me to
game,” head coach Beverly
Sm it h sa id. “ We’re just
trying to get back to the
basics: fine tune our swings,
get our pitchers hitting their
spots and getting the girls
some reps on defense.”
The Eagles can offer South
Carolina some comfort as
they, too, are dealing with
their own 10-game losing
streak this season. Winthrop
has had the opportunity to
play many of the country’s
top teams this year, such
as California, Texas and
Tennessee. However, that
hasn’t translated to any sort
of success for the Eagles, as
they are 11-20 overall this
season with no wins in the
Big South conference.
For Sout h Carolina, a
seven-game skid is only the
second-biggest problem to
date . The Gamecocks are
coming of f a four-game
scoreless streak, which they
are looking to end against
the Eagles, who they have

beaten a combined score of
17-2 in both meetings this
season.
“We have faced some of
the country’s top pitching
the past few weeks,” Smith
said. “We have had a rough
week at the plate, but I have
tremendous confidence in
our kids’ ability to get on
base and score runs. We’re
just missing that timely hit
right now.”
The four-game shutout
goes back to last week’s
Nor t h C a r ol i n a g a me .
Since South Carolina has
entered conference play
earlier in the month, the
team has gone 2-9 and has
lost four of those games to
the mercy rule. During the
seven-game losing streak,
the Gamecocks have been
outscored 44-4.
“I believe we have an
offense that can compete,
and I don’t think our scores
last week were a reflection of
that,” Smith said. “So that’s
why we come back every
week to practice hard and
get better.”
However, Smith reassures
fans that the streak has been
more about the quality of the
opponent, rather than the
quality of her team.
“From here on out, the
pitching will be the same
caliber week in and week
out,” Smith said. “All the
teams we face from now on
have pitchers like the ones we
saw against LSU and UNC,
so for us it’s about making
the adjustment against this
level of pitching. I know we
are capable, but we have to
have the right mentality.”
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